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lessly issued in the first unamencled form having fallen
into his hands, he was not the man to scorn such a
weapon of ridicule, and from it, with his unbound copy,
he was able to spell out the whole history of Hobbes's
doings from the time of Vindex's challenge. This accord-
ingly he laid bare, showing how, shaken from a brief
illusion of triumph by friends concerned for his reputa-
tion, again and again during the year had Hobbes per-
sisted in printing loose assumptions as strict truths, and
rough and contradictory approximations as exact solu-
tions of an impossible problem; till at last, rather than
delay his book longer, he was fain to be content with
his lame and impotent conclusions, made grotesque by
the side of the jubilant bursts which he had not the
heart to suppress, because he had once had the joy of
giving vent to them. Otherwise, "Wallis dogged Hobbes
at every step, questioning his definitions, reducing his
methods to absurdity, probing with a touch that never
faltered the weak places of his lumbering demonstra-
tions, and all through never changing the tone of coarse
mockery except to fall intq, a still more irritating vein
of solemn sermonising.

"Where another must have succumbed to such an
assault, it is no wonder that Hobbes was stirred to a
mood of fierce resentment. His whole character as a
philosopher seemed to him to be staked on his ability
to repel the onslaught of Wallis and in turn become
assailant. However, he was so far careful, in superin-
tending an English translation of his (Do Corpore/
which appeared about the middle of 165C,1 as to profit
by not a few of his critic's exceptions, and especially to
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